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540 Sam Ridley Parkway 

West 

Smyrna, TN  37167 

615.459.2744  

www.fpcsmyrna.org 
church.office@fpcsmyrna.org 

 

Follow us on Twitter 

@1stPresSmyrnaTN 

@FPCSmyrnaYouth 

Deadline for 

information and 

news...each 

Wednesday. 

Join us each Sunday for Sunday School and Worship. 
 

We have Sunday School classes for all ages beginning at 8:45 a.m. and  

Worship is at 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

Sign-up cards are in 

the lobby. 

BEGINS  

Sunday,  

February 12th 

 As you know, Financial Peace University starts on February 12.  One of the 
questions asked in the promotional material is: "What could the people of God do 
for the Kingdom of God if they were debt free"?  There are many people involved 
behind the scenes in this ministry we are offering the congregation and commu-
nity.  One of the ways you can help is being a part of the Prayer Team.   
 We hope that this ministry brings a lasting life change.  The Prayer Team 
knows that lasting life change is accomplished only when God is at work.  Never 
do we want to create lots of activity and forget to ask for God's help to do His 
work.  With that said, we are posting a prayer calendar and we are asking indi-
viduals to sign-up for a day to pray for the leaders and participants in FPU during 
the course of this 13-week session. 
 A sign-up table will be in the Narthex (in front of the historical cabinets) for 
the next 3 Sundays; January 29, February 5 & 12.  During the rest of the time, it 
will be located on the table in the lobby (outside of the office) where the sign-up 
cards and further information about FPU is located. 
 If you cannot participate in this course, please prayerfully consider lifting 
up your prayers for those that are involved. 

See info on page 5. 

Encourage your friends, neighbors, associates to come to this 13 week,  

life-changing session. 

THE LINK 

http://www.fpcsmyrna.org
mailto:church.office@fpcsmyrna.org?subject=General
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SUNDAYôS WORSHIP INFORMATION 

THIS WEEKôS CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

First Presbyterian Churchõs Mission Statement 

Our mission statement adopted by Session on August 28, 2011.  

To love God, 

To make Jesus known,  

And to show His love through worship, education,  

nurture, and mission.   

Please continue 
to pray for those 

we know are  
suffering with 

pain and illness.  

Prayers also at this 

time for those out 

of work, those that 

are alone, those 

trying to maneuver 

over the little 

bump in the road 

in their life 

(whatever that 

bump might be).  

Scripture Readings      
 

Malachi 3:7-12 

Matthew 6:33  

SUNDAYôS CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

COMING  EVENTS  

Sunday, February 12: Presbyterian Women after worship 

 Financial Peace University 4:00 p.m. ð 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, February 15: LOGOS 4:00 p.m. 

 Menõs Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Friday, February 17: Parentõs Night Out 6:00 p.m. ð 10:00 p.m. 

Sunday, February 19: 4 Cents A Meal Offering 

 3rd Sunday Brunch ð Soup and Salad 

Tuesday, February 21: Worship Committee meeting 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, February 22: No LOGOS 

 Ash Wednesday Service 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, February 25: Session retreat 

  Chili Supper and Cake auction   6:00 p.m. 

     Communion 

     Souper Bowl Offering 

     Fellowship Committee meeting after worship 

     Combined youth groups 5:00 p.m. 

              Super Bowl party ï bring favorite snack to share  

Dottie White  
 for continued 
health & recov-
ery after suffer-
ing a stroke.  

Sermon   

ñThe Windows of 

Heavenò  

Monday, February 6: CE meeting 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, February 8: LOGOS 4:00 p.m. 

  Menôs Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Friday-Sunday, 

  February 10-12: NACOME retreat weekend - youth  

Ariah Faith  

Williams, 2 year 

old grandniece of 

Tina  Lillig who is 

at Vanderbilt with 

complications of 

Kawasaki dis-

ease. 

Soledad Hayes 



YOUR CHURCH 

LEADERS 

STAFF 
Megan Ritchie 

Pastor 
Sam DeGeorge 
Choir Director 
Jaclyn Beeler 
Youth Director 

Darlene Whorton 
CE Director 

Melanie Stephens   
Bookkeeper 

Connie Dahlgren 
Admin. Assistant 

 

ELDERS 

Pat Hickey 

Youth  

 

Tracy Stricklin  

Fellowship  

 

Denise Sexton 

Membership Care 

 

Steve Steele 

Communications 

 

Steve Hendricks 

Christian Ed. 

 

Theo Darko 

New Members 

 

Rick Hoganson 

Worship 

 

Lonnie Williamson  

Mission  

 

Paul Dunne 

Personnel 

 

Lisa Jordan 

Treasurer 

 

Johnnie Leonard 

Property  

 

Margaret Ann Pope 

Clerk of Session  
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MINISTRIES OF THE CHURCH 
(2012 Elder Committee Chairpersons) 

 

Christian Education Committee ï Steve Hendrix    Attends to the teaching of the Word of 

God by planning, organizing, and delivering Christian education programs, securing and 

training teachers, together with the continuing oversight of both programs and teachers.  This 

Committee is also responsible for LOGOS and VBS each summer.  (Darlene Whorton is 

Christian Education Director.) 
 

Fellowship Committee ï Tracy Stricklin   The Fellowship Committee plans and sponsors 

congregational events and activities that develop bonds of friendship and strengthen our 

church community.  The activities include such things as, the Third Sunday Brunch, family 

night suppers, picnics, ice cream parties, the annual fall festival, bonfires, family camps, and 

many other types of fellowship. 
 

Worship Committee - Rick Hoganson   This Committee is responsible for providing for the 

worship of the people of God in keeping with principles in the Directory for Worship.  It over-

sees the Sunday morning and special services, the music ministry, and preparation of the sac-

raments.  (Sam DeGeorge is Music Director.) 
 

Stewardship and Finance Committee - Lisa Jordan  (also serves as church treasurer)    

This Committee is responsible for maintaining and increasing the financial support for the 

operations and mission of First Presbyterian Church of Smyrna, by encouraging greater par-

ticipation in stewardship.  They develop, recommend and oversee the church budget, conduct 

the annual stewardship campaign and facilitate the annual audit of church accounts.  

(Melanie Stephens is bookkeeper.) 
 

Mission and Outreach Committee - Lonnie Williamson    This Committee leads the congre-

gation to participation in the mission of the whole Church in the world.  They study and imple-

ment various mission and outreach programs to best utilize the congregationôs time, talent, 

and finances in a mission agenda encompassing a range of opportunities from local to na-

tional to global. 
 

Communications Committee - Steve Steele    The Communications Committee is responsible 

for supporting all types of church communication including print, audio, video, computer-

based communication and signage. 
 

New Member Committee - Theo Darko   This Committee organizes efforts in reaching out 

to the un-churched and to visitors, making our church a warm and welcoming place for peo-

ple to worship and to feel accepted.  They follow-up with visitors, provide information, moni-

tor visitor attendance and encourage their involvement in the life of the church. 
 

Youth Committee ï Pat Hickey    This Committee works with the staff to provide programs 

for Middle School and Senior High School youth of the church.    (Jaclyn Beeler is Youth Di-

rector.) 
 

Personnel Committee  - Paul Dunne   This Committee oversees the staffing of the church as 

needed for present and future growth. 
 

Property Committee - Johnnie Leonard    The Property Committee leads the congregation 

to be good stewards of our real property, its maintenance and necessary repairs. 
 

Member Care Committee ï Denise Sexton   This Committee is charged with the care and 

nurture of the members of the church and their families including monitoring worship atten-

dance, encouraging involvement in the life of the church, ministering to members and praying 

for them in times of life changes and transitions. 
 

Clerk of Session  (Margaret Ann Pope) 
   

Administrative Assistant for the church (Connie Dahlgren) 
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Early bird deadlines have come and gone but you are still able to sign-up for the 

conferences. 

  

Montreat Youth Conference    June 10 - 16, 2012      

(Rising 9th graders through graduated seniors) 
 

Conference fee is $285 

 

The total amount of the conference fee must be paid by no later than April 1st. 

 

Cancellation Policy:  If you cancel your childôs registration before April 1st, you 

will be refunded all fees paid less the $100 non-refundable deposit.  If you cancel 

after April 1 st, no refund will be issued. 
 

Montreat Middle School Conference at Presbyterian College     
July 18 - 22, 2012  

 (Rising 6th graders through rising 8th graders) 

Your child can still be registered after January 15th, but the conference fee will 

go up $10 after the 15 th of each month as shown below: 
 

$100 Deposit Paid January 16th through February 15th - Conference fee is $285 

$100 Deposit Paid February 16th through March 15 th ð Conference fee is $295 

$100 Deposit Paid March 16th through April 15 th - Conference fee is $315 

$100 Deposit Paid on or after April 16th - Conference fee is 325 
 

The total amount of the conference fee must be paid by no later than May 6th. 
 

Cancellation Policy:  If you cancel your childôs registration before May 6th, you 

will be refunded all fees paid less the $100 non-refundable deposit.   If you cancel 

after May 6th, no refund will be issued. 

Thursday, 

March 8 --  

5 - 7 p.m. 

Join the youth 

at  

Chick-fil -A of 

Smyrna  

for a Spirit 

Night! 

 

Come enjoy a 
great meal with 
your family and 
friends.  The 
youth will re-
ceive 20% of 
the sales when 
you present a 
Spirit Night 
flyer to the or-
der takers.  
 
Flyers will be 
handed out to 
the congrega-
tion closer to 
the date, but 
we wanted you 
to go ahead 
and mark your 
calendarsé. 

February 17th - Parents 

Night Out!  
 Our second parents night 

out  event will be Friday the17th 

starting at 6pm and ending at 

10pm. The cost is the same as 

last time - $15 for 1 child, $25 for 

2 and $30 for 3 or more. If your 

child is of youth age, then they 

are free because they are con-

sidered workers. I need to know 

now, who can work.  

YOUTH NEWS 

Parents Night Out 

2012 Youth Conferences 

February 5th - Super Bowl Party! 
 The youth will have their an-

nual Super Bowl party, starting at 5 in 

the Fellowship Hall!      

 Bring goodies - Chips, dip, 

cookies, finger foods -- I will be pro-

viding BBQ!  

 Also we will be having our  

Souper Bowl of Caring Offering that 

Sunday (see pg. 7).  

Super Bowl Party 



F I N A N C I A L S  
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Financial Summary   Actual   

  YTD Year-to-date  

   thru Dec. 2011 Budget Difference 

     

General Operating Fund      

Contributions (Tithes & Offerings)  260,497.83 260,142.00 355.83 

Expenditures  (247,669.15) (254,532.40) 6,863.25 

  12,828.68 5,609.60  

     

Building Fund      

Mortgage Balance  97,291.27 (We now owe less than $100,000!)  

     

Contributions  49,641.18   

Expenditures  (41,587.04)   

  8.054.14   

     

SO WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?      

Due to the very generous giving in December, we met our 2011 budget for tithes and offerings! 

Actual general fund expenses for the year were $6,863.25 BELOW budgeted expenses and $12,828.68  
BELOW contributions. 

Building fund contributions for December were $5,231.25, which exceeded the $3,463.92 mortgage 

payment by $1,767.33. The year to date building fund revenue exceeded expenses by $8,054.14 primarily  

because the Mothers Day Out Program donated an amount equal to 2 mortgage payments. 

Thank you for your continued financial support of First Presbyterian Church of Smyrna!  

Yum, Yumé. 
Get those taste buds ready for 

Saturday evening, February 25 

when our annual PW Chili cook off and Cake Auction will take place!  
 

If you are bringing chili to be judged, please have your chili here no later 

than 5:00 p.m.  Judges need to be here no later than 5:15.  
 

The judging will be at 5:30 and we will be ready to eat @ 6:00. 



We welcome all of the new members and visitors to the church and invite you to 
join us for the 3rd Sunday Fellowship Brunch each month.  Itôs a great way for 
you to meet and get to know the rest of the congregation. 
 

The Committee has several themed 3rd Sunday Brunches planned for this year.  
The first, in February, is ñSoup and Saladò.  Bring a crockpot of your favorite 
soup and/or your favorite salad to share and enjoy with the rest of the congrega-
tion. 
 
Themes: 

February - Soup and Salad 

May - Financial Peace Celebration.  Make your favorite economical recipe and 

bring a copy of the recipe to share. 
July - Church Cookbook.  Bring your favorite recipe (not your own).  Copies of the 

cookbook are available from Fran Dunne or from the office. 
September - Picnic in the park.  Immediately after the worship service weôll head 

out to the park for a picnic.  Bring appropriate picnic foods. 
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MOTHERôS DAY OUT FUNDRAISER 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Thursday, February 23 

From 5 - 7 p.m. 
 

 Help MDO raise funds by planning your din-
ner at Chick-fil-A on the above date.  The flyer to 
the left MUST be presented in order for MDO to 
receive 20% of the proceeds. 
 �)�O�\�H�U�n�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���S�D�V�V�H�G���R�X�W���F�O�R�V�H�U���W�R���W�K�H���G�D�W�H��
or we can send you a link to print at home. 
 This is NOT to be confused with the date at 
Chick-fil-A for the youth on Thursday, March 8! 

DOMESTIC 

VIOLENCE 

& 

SEXUAL 

ASSAULT 

For those of 
you that 
�G�R�Q�•�W���N�Q�R�Z����
we have a 
box in the 
lobby (near 
the front 
doors) that 
you can place 
various per-
sonal toiletry 
items to be 
taken to the 
domestic  
violence  
center in Mur-
freesboro.  
 
Some of the 
items always 
needed are: 
 
toothbrushes  
toothpaste  
shampoo  
socks 
baby items  
deodorant  
pillows  
blankets  
 
 










